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Get ready to:

ÅDiscover the right tools to 
find your next step.

ÅConfidently apply to a UK 
university or college.

ÅStay on top of key dates.

ÅTrack your application 
effortlessly.
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Explore all your options
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HIGHER 
EDUCATION

APPRENTICESHIPS STUDYING 
ABROAD

GAP YEAR GETTING A JOB

Head to UCAS to understand all your options and make the right choices for you. 
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ÅCertificate of Higher Education (CertHE) and Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE): first and second year of 
a degree course.

ÅHigher National Certificate (HNC) and Higher National Diploma (HND): HNC is a one-year industry specific 
course, and the HND is a two-year industry specific course. Higher technical qualifications (HTQs) in 
England are an example of these. 

ÅFoundation degree: flexible vocational qualification, combining both academic study and workplace 
learning. It usually takes two years to complete.

ÅCbdifmpsǃt!ps!voefshsbevbuf!efhsff;!a three to four-year course which can also be available as a part-time 
option, allowing you to study and work.

ÅApprenticeships: typically take 1 to 5 years to complete depending on their level.Apprenticeships are 
offered for levels 2-7 in N.I. and England, levels 2-6 in Wales, and SCQF levels 4-11 in Scotland. All nations 
offer degree level apprenticeships.
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Is it right for you? 

ÁIs it something you enjoy?Zpvǃsfinvesting 

time and effort 

ÁIs it right for your career path? Check with 

employers and professional organisations

ÁWhat about location? Stay at home, move 

away, city or rural, transport links

ÁIs it a learning and assessment style that 

suits you? 

ÁWhat will your environment be like?

ÁWhat about cost? 

Public
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ÁExplore the Careers Quiz, What to Study 
Next, Subject Spotlights and Virtual Work 
Experiences for career and course 
inspiration.

ÁUse the Tariff Calculator, Personal 
Statement Builder, and CV Builder to stay 
on track and plan your path.

ÁSearch for events, open days, videos to 
get expert help and questions answered.
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Compare all your options side-by-
side. Take a closer look at 
apprenticeships, courses, and job 
opportunities - all in one place. 

Build your personalised UCAS 
Hub profile and find your best fit!
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How to apply to universities and colleges for 2026 entry
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* 18:00 UK time

UCAS search 
displays courses

29 April 2025

Application opens 
2026 entry

13 May 2025 

First day we can receive a 
completed application

2 September 2025

Deadline for courses in 
medicine, veterinary, 
dentistry, and courses at 
Oxford or Cambridge

15 October 2025*

UCAS equal consideration 
date

14 January 2026*

UCAS Extra opens

26 February 2026

Last date to send an 
application

30 June 2026*

Clearing opens

5 July 2026
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Style and focus
V From research-intensive to practical, career-orientated 

learning.

Location and size 
VRanges from small campuses to large city-based 

universities with over 20,000 students.

Culture and facilities
V Environment, resources, and student life.

Graduate outcomes 
V What careers have recent graduates gone on to?

Costs
V Include living costs, accommodation, and transport.
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Teaching & learning 

VTeaching hours, self-study, lectures, and group work.

Assessment & structure

VCoursework, exams, practical work, and module choices.

Entry requirements 

VGrades, skills, interviews, or auditions.

Career links 

VPlacements, internships and study abroad.

Class size & experience 

VStudent numbers and learning environment



22
Public

Invisibility - Universities and colleges dboǃu!tff!your other choices

Apply by the relevant equal consideration date.

Five choices, with some  restrictions (medicine, veterinary, dentistry, Oxford and Cambridge).

Researchis key to a successful application.

Applying costs £28.95. 
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ÅEnter theǂbuzzwordǃ!to link your 
application. 

ÅThe buzzword is a unique code. 

ÅCz!mjoljoh!zpvs!bqqmjdbujpo!zpvǃsf!
giving us permission to view and track 
your application. 

ÅWe send your application to UCAS on 
your behalf.
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ÅPersonal details

ÅNationality details 

ÅWhere you live

ÅContact details

ÅSupporting information

ÅFinance and funding 

ÅDiversity and inclusion*

ÅMore about you 

* (for students with a UK home address)
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ÅEducation 

ÅEmployment 

ÅExtra activities* 

ÅPersonal statement 

ÅReference**

*(for students with a UK home address)

**(not visible if linked to your school/college)
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.

Your chance to show your passion, curiosity, interest.

Three separate sections with question prompts.

A maximum of 4,000 characters, minimum of 350 characters per section.

The same for all your choices.

Uifsf!jtoǃu!b!tqfmmjoh!ps!hsbnnbs!difdl/

No formatting allowed.

Every personal statement is run through similarity detection software.



28
Public 

Why do you want to study this course or subject?

How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for 
this course or subject?

What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why 
are these experiences useful?
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Ultimately, think of it like a jigsaw.

Each piece is reflective evidence.
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Follow your application to:

Åcheck progress
Åsee your choices 
Åupdate contact information
Åview and reply to your offers

One of three decisions:

Åunconditional offer

Åconditional offer

Åunsuccessful
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ÁOnce you've made your decisions, 
choose a 'firm' and 'insurance' 
choice. 

ÁDecline any remaining offers. 

ÁIf you're not holding an offer, use 
Extra or Clearing to find available 
places.
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Extra (26 Feb ƿ4 Jul)
ÅUsed all five choices and had no offers. 

ÅYou can still find a place using Extra.

Clearing(5 Jul ƿOct)

ÅClearing is for students in various 
situations.

ÅWhether you've exceeded expectations, 
dibohfe!zpvs!njoe-!ps!epoǃu!ibwf!b!qmbdf/!

ÅUnderstanding the process helps you 
take control of your options.
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What you need to know

www.ucas.com/apprenticeships
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ÁJuǃt!b!sfbm!kpc!xifsf!zpv!learn, gain 
experience, study for a qualification 
and get paid.

ÁAn apprentice is an employee, with 
a contract of employment and 
holiday leave.

ÁOver 600 different apprenticeships 
available, from Nuclear Engineer to 
Architect to Digital Marketer. 

Study

Job

Wage*

* Foundation apprenticeships in Scotland are unpaid
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ÁAnyone 16 and over

ÁAnyone not in full time education*

ÁApprenticeships in Scotland, Wales or England 
require you to be living in the same country as 
the apprenticeship

ÁApprenticeships in Northern Ireland require 
you to:

Ábe employed or be about to take up paid 
employment in Northern Ireland

Ábe working a minimum of 21 hours per 
week on a permanent contract

Public

* a foundation apprenticeship in Scotland is typically taken alongside 
Scottish Higher and National 5s


